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The surpsising rewards of downslzing
By BETSY RILEY
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ETE&?::E;‘;‘“ X | g ks : ¢ . b, j ' - Whether
VDD . i ; vou call it
downsizing,
rightsizing,
aging-in
place, or
justretiring,
e more Baby
et Boomers
T arecreating
homes that
will make
life casierin
future vears.

“"Whal we're sesing Is people
makl ng o conscious dacision
batare I's toa late 1o gal thair
stubfin ordes” soys designer
Bavarly Baribault, *It's the
difference batwean having to
da it and choosing o deo 8"

Increasingly, occessibil.
ity hay becoma pert of the
eanvarsolion ot many stages of
lifg. ArchBmcturol and inbeiiod
dosigner Mark Williams says
oven a young family with whom
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“I'he idea of letting go is very emotional
and hard. But once they get there, it's actually
invigorating.” — severwy BARIBAULT

he I3 working wants fo incarpo:
rate multigenerational faatures
inite thair “forever hama” in
coia the grandparents move in
someday.

To create o seniordrigndly an-

viranmant, gelfing professional
halp sarly is criticol. Accommo.
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dations like wider doorways for
wheslchairs, zerc-aniry show-
ors, and sosy-lo-rench sioroge
are bastincorporaled during
construction, Alsg, installing
fistures like grab bars early an
allows tham te coardinala with

athes hardware—whereas ratro-

FalL 2a2)

iirling spoces lober can sharl bo
loak institutional.

Ore of the biggest challeng-
a1 for sealing back, of coune,
s sorting through o lifatime of
possassions, “The hardesd port
that these fomilies go through

s thot ther kids don't want any-

thing,” says Bovarly. “Theideo
of letting go lsvery emational
ond hard. But ance they gel
there, ii's oclually imvigoraling
They start having fun. In the
ond, that sofo was really neves
thot camforiable, AN kinds of
reminiscant conversalions com
o, Fyou do i right, 1 o slow
process, [Fihe desigrer iokes
the fime ond allows clients ia g
Ihru-uah the l:mnliﬂﬂu'!h!p!. o
|ul|ing ga, it rutﬂl:lr Pudnig aul o
be exciting and fun.”
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"In the big
house,
Connic's
things were
always com-
peting with
the incredible
architecture.”
— BEVERLY BARIBAULT

“Wa're frained fo think thal we
need more spoce thon we ochu-
ally do,” says Mark. “Once we
have that space, we work very
hard 1a ill Hup. Thinaing out
il bacomas very emational,
The process can be difficuls, but
thie rasults con be exclting.”

Aprima example s a hame
that Beverly designad for long:
fima clisnts Don and Connle
Evam. Althaugh the couple had
rafirad lo Charlasten less than
two years eorller, they refurned
ta Cartarsville, where they'd
lived for 50 years, after Don
wa diagnosad with macular
degeneration, Working with
Baverly, they located a ranch
house an ane level with an
easy walking path bo thakr
former oddress—o | Ph-contury
English-styla manar, where their
son's family now fives,

With halp fram architect Eric
Rothman, Beverly remodeled
the entire structure and added o
back porch ond o new garage.
Gutting the interior made it
eosier o specify convaniences
like axira dislonce betwaan
the kitchan islond and countars
[Frwa foet versus the sondard
four), lighting inside upper
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cabinets, and wide halbvays,
The master bathroem hasa
curblass shower and brass grab
bars that coordingte with ather
Firilyhas

Bovarly helped the Evansas
edit their Furnighings to the
things that hod the most mean-
ing. “We tried very hard fo use

everything they wanted o keep.

Iranically, ihis is probably the
bast their personal possessions
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hove ever looked,” soys Beverky,

"In the &ig howse, Connia's things
were always compeling with
iha incredible architecture of
iha homa.”

Likewise, Mark, assised
by Shanna Springfisld,
worksd with larry Cohen
grid Andrea Stricklond o
comobete S new homa ing
rove o pngle-family residences
groched to Feachires Hills

Placa bn Buckhaad. Tha lacailan
provided the best af both
worlds—proximily io longtime
Friands and a new custom house.

*“Thair formar home was beau:

tifully sitvated on o gorgeous,
wooded ridge, but itwas a linla
isolated,” says Mark. “Farthis
stoge of their lives, when fhey
wers less committed fo profes-
sional andeavars, they wanted
to ba closer o their friends.”
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